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Eoyce's "The World and the Individual." By A. O. Lovejoy. 

Professor Royce's treatise marks an epoch in the working out 
of idealistic monism, because it is the first work which takes the 
conception of " inclusion " seriously, and, with entire frankness 
and a clear comprehension of the implications of the monistic 
doctrine, declares that " the Absolute is no absorber or transmu- 
ter," but an explicit totality of distinct and definite elements of 
content. But in thus making the meaning of idealistic monism 
clear and unmistakable, Professor Royce's book also makes evi- 
dent the inherently self-contradictory character of that conception. 
The book shows us the complete development of the doctrine, 
and therewith its complete breakdown. For if the Absolute is 
declared explicitly to include within itself all human experiences, 
as real and untransmuted elements, it follows that we must assert 
several highly contradictory things concerning the Absolute. 
For example, the Absolute experience now presents a strictly 
quantitative character — it is a whole made up of parts. But — 
as including the experiences of past or future time — it must 
contain an infinite number of constituent elements, must think 
and perfectly know an infinity of " organized individual facts." 
It thus appears, as Professor Royce for the first time confesses, 
that idealistic monism cannot be maintained unless the concep- 
tion of an infinite sum, realized and definitely presented in a con- 
sciousness, can be shown to be intelligible and free from self- 
contradiction. But this the argument of his "Supplementary 
Essay " fails to show. It shows, not how we can conceive an 
infinite multitude of items to be presented in consciousness and 
completely known in their numerical distinctness, but, at best, 
only how we can get a sort of summary formula, or Platonic 
idea, for such a multitude — something quite different from the 
realization of that infinity itself, of which the notion remains as 
hopelessly self-contradictory as ever. 
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